C * 6 * ; 


2» remarkable ^Relation of a Man bitten 
mth a mad ‘Dog, and dying of the dip • 
eafe called Hydrophobia, fent in a 
Letter tothe Royal Society by the learn" 
edM artin Lifter Ejquire, dated from 
York March ZOJ 1683. 


I" have formerly entertained the R. S. with odd cafes In 
A Phyfick; as of the Stone cut from under the 
Tongue of a man •, of Lumbr/a teretes found in the Ancle of 
a Child; of a monflrous Worm vomited,&c ; And I there¬ 
fore think by the kind acceptance oft ho ft*, this I am about 
to relate of a man bit w it ha mad Dog,and' dying of the di- 
feafe called Hydrophobia^ will be Wellcome. It is by Gods 
providence that it is a rare cafe, for Galen calls it omnium 
morhorumpejjimum : And fnce it is in that great Phifitians 
opinion the very word of difeafes, it is an extraordinary 
bleffing to mankind that ir happens fo rarely; efpecially if 
we confider how infinitely fond we are of fo poyfonous a 
Creature,and whatvaft numbers we keep out of meer wan- 
tonnefs and pleafure, more then any real ufe or fervice 
they can do us. 

James Cor ton h a very ftrong and well built young mam 
was bit with a mad Dog in the right hand, the wound heal'd 
of it felf, and the thing was forgot even by himfelf and 
wife; but as he faid f after the dik&Czof Hquapavor had 
feiz’d him, and that it was given him by me as a reafon of 
his not drmking) he had told his wife he wondered, why 
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the Dog. which ufed to be To familiar with him, Ihould 
then bite him. But this was all forgot; And after about 
five or fix weeks he complains of pain all over his bones, but 
efpecially his back and round about his Stomack.looks very 
pale,hollow eyed &c. The third day after this complaint, 
vjfr Sunday in the evening March 1 1 i> i68? , he called for 
burnt Brandy, drank it, went robed and vomited it up 5 
after this he had a rcftlefs night, and in the moin.ng found 
himfelf very ill, with a ftrong rifing in his Stomack, 
and tho no thirft, yet an impotence to drink, and even to 
fwallow his Spittle,which was death ro him as he often laid. 
Diafcordtum and a bottle of Cordial water was brought to 
him by an Apothecary that morning 1 The Diafcordiam 
he took, but was not able to drink of the Cordial one 
Spoonful. This on Monday morning 5 About one a Clock 
that day I firftfawhim, and found him upon his Bed, his 
Pulfe very (lows and fometimes unequal , but not unlefs 
frighted from the rifing of his Stomack.- his flefh cold. his 
tongue not dry, but flexible and moift, a little white. I 
caufed him to rife off the bed, and fet him full in the light.- 
and then becaufe he mightily complained of f know not 
what ficknefsabout his Stomack, I offered him of the Cor¬ 
dial. but he {farted, and trembled at the approach of it. 
This I exceedingly admired, wherefore I called for a glafs 
of Wine or Water, and a Tumbler of water was brought 
me up, which [ gave him to drink.- but he vehemently 
{farted at .it, and his Stomack fwell’d and rife, afte r i know 
not what odd and ifrange manner; and I could then find 
his Pulfe very trembling and difturbed. I ftili urged him 
to drink, But as I put it forwards to his mouth, he 
the more affrighted drew back his head, andflghed, end 
eyed it with amoft gaftly look, not .without Screeking and 
Noife. This l moft mightily admired, and was at a gr<. at 
lofs what fhoald be the caufc of this ifrange Symptom, 
when at length it providentially came into my mind, that 
t his was Aqucepavor ; and then I tryed him again and again 
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to drink j and found him ftill more and moredifordered at 
the fight 3 efpecially the approach of the drink. WhereJ 
fore I askVhis mother in Law andrhe Maid, whoilood 
about him, where the wound was he laft had had *, at which 
quefticn they feemed concerned, and repiyed, theywon- 
dred what I meant. 1 then told them he had been bitten 
by a Dog i It is true fhefaid all in a frightO I was bit by 
fuch a Neighbour’s Dog, about five or fix weeks ago> 
here in my hand, but k has been long well. I then bid 
him lye down, and fo left him, calling his Wife and Mo¬ 
ther and Friends to me below Stair:- > and telling them that 
he would certainly dye, thac there was but (mail hopes of 
his recovery, it being to late y that none fhould be fufFer- 
ed to go him , but his keepers, fome firong man or 
two &c, 

I forthwith ordered a Vein to be opened in the arm 
which was bit, caufed the wound to be fcarified and drawn 
with Veji cat ones, and the fame Plafter to be applyed unto 
the neck, and leggs and the inndeofthearms; I ordered 
theufual and famed antidotes to be given him as oiTheriaca , 
Cinis cancrorum, T^uta^ Agarictts, &c. in Bolus’s. For it is 
to be noted, that fo'id things in a Spoon he could take, 
but yet not without much trembling, and fear, and Caur 
tion, and an earned: requeft that no body would fuddain- 
ly offer them tohim, but give them into his hand gently » 
and then he would by degrees fleal his hand fofdy towards 
his mouth,and of a fuddain chop the Spoon in and fivallov 
what was in it, velut cams ad ojfam\& this he did more greedi¬ 
ly and readily then any other man could do. Ofthefe anti¬ 
dotes in Bolus he took a Dram every hour, and always in 
this mannerTor atleaft a dozen times taking^and every like 
drink was preferred him in the night., buc he could not fee 
it without horrour, and the fame motions from his Sto- 
mack. Nay he did affirm that as oft as he by chance Aval- 
lowed any Spittle it went to his heart, even as tho he 
ihould dy that very Moment. This night pafled wholy 
without any deep or reft. Tuefday 
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Tuefday morning I viewed his blood, which was both 
as to the Serum and Cake well coloured, and in fuch propor* 
tion as is ufual in healthful perfons, and of good coa- 
fiftence. 

He had now a violent Feaver upon him, and a very 
quick Pulle. Water was offered him by my order, but 
in vain; He begging he might dye unmolefted, nothing 
being fuch a tenor to him as the approach of any drink 5 
and that none might come fuddainly upon him, or offer 
him any thing more, for all things'frighted him j And that 
he found he muff ihortly dye, for that his heart began to 
fail him j and indeed he look’t exceeding pale and hollow 
and thin vifag’d. 

I then with much difficulty perfwaded him to caft him- 
felf crofs' the bed upon his belly (for he had his Cloaths 
loofely about him ) hanging his held over the other fide s 
perfwading my felf that this poftute might be advantage¬ 
ous to his drinking, fince that in the ereff poftureof a 
man he could not fo much as endure the approach of liquor. 
In this poftute then of a Dog, he fuffered a large Bowl fill¬ 
ed with [mail Beer to be brought under his head, andim- 
braceing it with raptures ofjoy> he declared he was in¬ 
finitely refreffit with the fmell of it •, that he now fawit 
with delight, and affured us he (hould be able foon to 
drink it all off. And he that now thought himfelf a dying 
man talked pleafantly, and faid many paffionate things 
to his brother, wife, &c. wonderfully extolling this inven¬ 
tion, and thanking me for it. He endeavoured with great 
earneftnefs to put down his head to it, but could not s 
his Stomack life as often as he opened his Lips $ at length 
he put out his tongue and made towards it as tho he 
would lap,- but ever as his tongue never folirtle touched 
the Surface of the beer, he ftarted back affrighted. And 
yet all this while was pleafed with the thoughts of drink¬ 
ings and would not fuffer the Maid fervant to take it 
away from under his headand if fire did a little withdraw 
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It, he faid lie followed it by th e f/ncll with delight,fnuffing 
with his noftrils. Aftera long time being mightily foiled" 
he alleadged that the faint fin ell of the /mall Beer hinder¬ 
ed him from drinking, and therefore dell red a Bom' of 
* 4 le i which was brought him *• but after much ftriving, 
and exerting his tongue a thoufand times, he could not 
drink of it; andlappir.g with great affrights* as oft as his 
tongue touched it he fluted back with his head, bring¬ 
ing it down again gently to the Bowl a hundred times* bur. 
all in vain. And in this pofture, what upon his belly and 
what upon his hands and knees* he kept himfeli at ieaft 
an hour thus Tantalising himfelf; but it was not in his 
power to drink. We then gave him a gjm’l which con- 
lifted of two or three Joints, the one end in his mouth and 
the other in the liquor; but he could nor manage ir, nor 
fuck no more than a Dog. ] peri waded him to give over 
and lye down ; which he did ; and not long after my going 
away he fell into a Convulfion Fit, bit and (hurl'd and 
catch’d at every body, and foamed at the mouth. After 
this Fit was over he took an Elleborifm in a Bolus, which 
was taken like the reft, and very willingly by him; it 
wrought about 3 or 4 times very plentifully, andhede- 
clared himfelf wonderfully at cafe by it 5 bur yet now and 
then felfconvulfed*and then always infenllble. Afcer.four 
hours l returned to him again* and found the ISIin/jlcr 
with him; he talked very fenlibly to him, prayed very 
earneftly with him, faying the Prayers alter him, and de- 
fired the Sacrament , which in thefe circumitances could 
not be given. 

He was again (elicited to drink* and lie now readily 
enough put himfelf into the former pofture, and with as 
much eameilnefs as ever tiled all the little fluffs to drink, 
while the Bowl was under his headjbut all in vain. He had a 
little Silver Tumbler fill’d with drink put into his hand* 
which fuddainly» when he had as it were ftolen it near his 
mouth* he v ould have throw n it into his throat, as he did 
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the Bolus’s; but it hit againft his teeth and fell into the 
Bowl. I cannot fay he ever went to ftool or made water 
all this time, and therefore had a Cly her given him • hue 
upon parting with it, which he did immediatly aluioft as 
foon as given, he died ccnvulfed: But his not making 
water, as well as a troublefome Fria'r/fme which he com¬ 
plained of when upon his knees, might proceed from the 
Blithering P Lifters, as well as from his Difeafe. 

That nothing may he omitted which relates to this cafe ; 
the day afeer his interment I accidentally met with his 
Cozen Mrs. S, who told me that her Daughter was in fear, 
for juft that very day fortnight beforejiis death (he had 
been at his houfe, and he would go home with her to her 
Mothers; that fhe remembred his hand trembled and his 
body fhak’d, that he was in a coldfweat, and ina great 
di (order, fo that fhe asked him what he ail’d: he told her> 
that after his work ffor he was an Upholder) it had been 
of late ufnal with him : And which was remarkable the 
very Dog which bit him came at that time along with him 
to her Mothers houfe ; ar.d was alive and well at the mans 
death. 

To this we add that Mr. Widdovo a Mercer doth affirm* 
that about thevery time that Mr. Corton was thought to be 
bit with Suttons Dog, a black Dog, which he verily be¬ 
lieves to be the fame, came and bit a Whelp of his in his 
Shop. The next day the Whelp ran mad upanddownthe 
Hrufe, and bit both him and the Maid ^ him in the hand, 
and the Maid in the leg, and dyed that very day. About 
a month after he was bit he found himfelf not well, and 
was troubled with a pain at his heart, and had a fearfulnefs 
and trembling upon him, and got no reft for three nights, 
upon which he had himfelf blooded, and found himfelf bet¬ 
ter ; his Maid doth not yet complain of any harm. 

Thus far matter offadb delivered with care in all circunv* 
fiances that came to my knowledge. 

It is very hard to give a probable reafon of this Aqu® 
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pavor : what Galen (deTberiaca) fays of their much covet¬ 
ing water,becauie of the intoller able thirjl upon them, agrees 
not with our cafe. For this man was neither thirfty nor 
diftrafted, as he would have them; he was all the time in 
his Wilts, did very well confider, and rationally difcourfe 
of the thing, and exceedingly admired at the impoffibility 
of his drinking: was well fatisfied with the Minifter who 
told him of his incapacity of the receiving the Cup in the 
Sacrament 5 and did often fay he was not thirfly, which 
appeared by the moiftute and flexibility of his tongue; (even 
after his taking many hot and piperate Antidotes,) for this 
was by me even to the lift carefully viewed. Befides^thofe 
who are very thirdly, and diftradled in the moft violent 
Feavers, do not only dr ink readily enough without dread; 
but on the contrary have an exceeding greedy Appetite to 
it. 

Nor can I well underftand what Julius Palmarius (de mor- 
bis Contagiojis) means by the third Paroxifm of Hydro¬ 
phobia, before which he would have his never failhag An¬ 
tidote to be given, which our difpenfatory calls pulvisAn- 
tilijfus'-, I fufpefl he took the difeafe, as he ownes he did 
the Medicine, upon truft *, indeed it feems to me not to 
have many things in it ofthe nature of Antidotes. This 
one man certainly had the difeafe of Aquaepavor upon him 
continually from the firft Moment to his death, which was 
near 48 hours without any intermiffion j for as oft as drink 
was fhewed him, or he fwallowed his own Spittle, his 
difturEunce was moil grievous and terrible. 

Diojcoridcs in this fas in all things elfehe treats of) is 
moft fober, and to be credited ; Quidam , qui jam aquas 
metumfentire nt, fumpto Helleboro i fimul acprimum morbi im - 
petum experirentur , fanati funt: nam 13 jam vitio tentatos 
nemo unquamfervarepotejl. This very well agrees with our 
cafe; 1 he latter perfon who had a fenfe of the evil, had 
jtprevented by bleeding’, but our man which had the evil; 
that is the dqaue pavor upon him* not bleeding* or the moft 
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rained Antidotes, or even Hellebore could in the leak fave, 
tho not very untimely given him. 

The cafe indeed rarely occurs? and therefore cahnot 
well be obferved in all due circumft-ances in order to its 
clearer underftanding» and consequently cure; we (hall 
venture however to lay down Tome few things to falve it 
by. 

Ftrfti That/. Carton had fome of the organic parts of his bo¬ 
dy transformed into? or aff'e<fled after the nature of a Dog, 
efpecially the Gula , Tongue Sx .C ; fo that what was offer’d 
to him in the ereft poftureofaman was very frightful? 
as well as difficult for him to take, becaufe agairft his new 
nature , as much as it would be for us to get a dog to drink 
Handing upon his hinder legs. 

But yet this is not all? for when he was turntd upon his 
belly, and would have adted the Dog-, he yet could not 
drink ?* and tho' he frequently put out his tongue and lapt? 
yet he could not endure to take any thing in to his mouth of 
liquor, as tho fomething had hindredhim within. 

Therefore we may imagine he was alfo convulfed in thofe 
parts, or [welled : but this.we cannot grant, for the contrary 
does plainly appear , becaufe he could caft any thing into 
his mouth and (wallow it ,* as he did very many times ftif 
Bolus's, more nimbly as to the fwailow, then any man rea- 
fonably could beiuppofed to do, that was fo weakened: 
for I faw no difference betwixt thofe he fwailowcd an hour 
or two before his death, and the very firft he took. 

Secondly , That his Spittle was envenomed ; for as oft as lie 
fwallowed k/hisScomack vehemently abhorring it Jit went 
to his heart (as we fay ;, and was even prefent cea h to him. 
And fo liquid things coming nearer to the con.' fier ce of 
Spittle might the rather movere falivam > and therefore gave 
him a greater terror and difficulty to fwailoiv>then folid 
things. 

And that his Spittle chiefly was infected with the renome 
of the Dog,feems probable from thefe reafons alfo. i- i.e* 
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caafe the Dog bit him. whole Spittle alone to 
W Gal. be venomous to the touch there are many 
ms a$ee* t. crec j^] e } n ftances in Medical Hiftory. 2 . He 

was moft like a Dog in the mouth. vi% where 
are the proper Organs of the Saliva . 3. The bite of a 

man fo bitten is alike infe&ious; but other wife innocent. 

But it may be askt how comes it to infed his Spittle, 
and not other humors and the blood. I anfwer, The blood 
in part was undoubtedly affected, as the Symptoms a- 
rifing before the Jqucepavor (which yetis the onely true 
Pathognomic* ^ of the difeafe) demonftrare. Again the 
blood is not one liquor (as is generally thought), but many 
diftinft liquors circulated together in one jet of. common Vej- 
fels ; and fo it might infedt that liquor, which it was moft 
a kin to. as the Saliva of a Dog to thesa/zbaofaman. 
Concerning the truth of that propofition. I have formerly 
writ fome things to you ; and more I intend to entertain 
you with; you will excufe me at prcfentifl do not think 
u convenient to anticipate my Papers, 


Torkjy March 

26. 16^3. 


I, am 

SIR, 


Tour moft humble 

Servant M.L* 



